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Newsletter Editors:  

Leslie Lake  
 

Office Contact Information 

6510– B Crosswoods Circle 

Citrus Heights, CA 95621 

(916)723-3120 Tel 

(916)723-2234 Fax 

E: Contact@ Crosswoodshoa.com 

Hours: Mon, Tues & Thurs. 10am-4pm 

Wednesday: 10am-6pm 

Friday: 10am-3pm 
 

Board of Directors 

Meets Fourth Wednesday @ 6PM 

Richard Ashby,M.D, President 

Sherry Firehock, Vice President 

Margarita, Orozco, Treasurer 

Judith Ann Childress, Secretary 

Don Dillon, Director 

Rudy Di Massa, Director 

Bob Loose, Director 
 

Administration 

Paul Schorno, General Manager 

Nai Saechao, AR 

Patti Wright, AP 

 

Committee Meeting Calendar 

Architectural Control Committee 

First Tuesday @ 6pm 

Chair: Mary Fenner 
 

Finance & Insurance Committee 

Third Wednesday @ 4pm 

Chair: Ken Lake 

 

Landscape Committee 

Second Tuesday @ 4pm 

Chair: Bob Acrea 

 

Pool Committee 

Third Monday @ 4pm 

Chair: Pam Ashby 

 

Neighborhood Watch Committee 

Meets as needed 

Chair: Gordon Wolfe 
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CROSSWOODS 
FebruaryReporter 

 
“You Can’t Tell the Players Without a Program” 
Richard Ashby, President, HOA Board of Directors 
 

 “What? Wait! Who? Last we heard Bill Kingman was Board President and Richard Ash-
by was Vice President. What happened?” 
 Yes, there have been recent changes in the composition of the Board, and the assign-
ments of various members. I’d like to outline them and add a few comments. 
 After the election of new members last November we were pleased to welcome Judith 
Childress, Rudy Di Massa and Margarita Orozco to the Board of Directors. Shortly after that 
election the 7 members met to choose the 4 Officers of the Board. (This is necessary because 
at each November election the “old” Board is dissolved, and officers of the “new” Board 
need to be chosen.) At that meeting the following officers were chosen by the Board mem-
bers: 

President of the Board: Bill Kingman 
Vice President: Richard Ashby 
Secretary: Judith Ann Childress 
Treasurer: Bob Loose 
Directors: Sherry Firehock, Rudy Di Massa and Margarita Orozco 
 

 In mid-December Bill Kingman announced he was moving out-of-state and tendered his 
resignation. An Emergency Meeting of the HOA Board was held on December 22, where the 
natural succession of the Vice President to the President was confirmed. And, at that 
meeting Bob Loose made a surprising announcement that he TOO had plans to move out-of-
state and would be resigning the Board after his home was sold.  
 Consequently the Board took the opportunity at the December meeting to normalize its 
membership and reassign responsibilities. As the role of the HOA treasurer is vital to the day-
to-day function of the Association, Bob Loose stated he would remain on the Board until he 
moves, but would immediately and voluntarily step down as treasurer, so that a Board mem-
ber could be named to that post without delay.  
 The Board expressed a deep feeling of loss at Bob’s announcement, but also sincere congratula-
tions and great thanks to him for his service and sound judgment as HOA treasurer in 2015. Under his 
guidance the finances of the Association have been exceptionally stable, in particular the handling of 
Reserve Investments, as evidenced by the VERY positive Annual Financial Report presented at the No-
vember Annual Meeting. 
 At this point Margarita Orozco was nominated as Treasurer of the HOA and Sherry Firehock as Vice 
President. Both positions were confirmed by unanimous votes.Next it was the Board’s responsibility to 
address the vacancy caused by Bill Kingman’s resignation. The Bylaws provide that the Board can ei-
ther: (1) Leave the position open until the next election; or (2) Hold a special election of the entire As-
sociation, (similar to the November elections); or (3) Assign a replacement from among the entire 
membership. 
 After discussion, it was decided to use option (3), offering the position to the candidate at the last 
election who received the highest number of votes after the other positions were filled. That was Don 
Dillon, (AKA “Coach”), and it was unanimously decided he be offered the position. Don has accepted 
the responsibility to fill the remaining 2 year term of Bill Kingman, and we welcome him to the Board. 
 

continued on page 2 
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Five Years in Review 

Gordon Wolfe, Neighborhood Watch 

 

Five years ago the HOA Board of Directors appointed me to 
the position of Neighborhood Watch Committee chair.  I 
must admit, I knew very little about Neighborhood Watch 
when I volunteered for the position.   I had just finished a 
lengthy career with the Federal government, and I wanted to 
give back to a community that had given much to me over 
the years.  With the help of two individuals, Jaz Tuala and 
Laurie Isbell, I began what would become a 5-year journey 
of serving as your Neighborhood Watch chairman.  
  
The first major step in my learning process began with the 
Citrus Heights Police Department (CHPD).  That is when I 
first learned that the CHPD had a coordinator for Neighbor-
hood Watch, and her name was Officer Wasilevsky.   I invit-
ed Ms. Wasilevsky to one of four meetings that I had ar-
ranged for all Crosswoods watch captains of record.   At the 
first meeting, Ms. Wasilevsky spoke about a Neighborhood 
Watch packet (i.e. instructions and guidelines), participating 
in National Night Out, and attending the Citrus Heights Citi-
zen Police Academy.   Following that meeting I began to 
question my judgment of volunteering for something I knew 
nothing about.  “Oh well, too late now,” I said to myself.  
 
Our Neighborhood Watch program has evolved over the 
past 5 years, and we have accomplished many things along 
the way.  We restructured the Neighborhood Watch Com-
mittee by reducing the number of members to seven ap-
proved by the HOA Board of Directors.  We began quarterly 
committee meetings that are open to all residents.  We have 
maintained an open line of communication with the CHPD.  
Early on we established a communication network that in-
forms residents of crimes, crime patterns and suspicious 
activities.  Many of our watch captains have completed the 
Citizen Police Academy, including me.   We have participat-
ed in National Night Out four of the past five years and plan 
to continue our participation in the future.  These are the 
accomplishments of a team made up of committee mem-
bers, watch captains and residents, working to make Cross-
woods a safer community.  For that, I am grateful to all who 
have participated and supported our Neighborhood Watch 
program.  
 
In the past five years, approximately one half of our watch 
captains have passed the “torch” to a new watch captain for 
their area.  Like many of our former watch captains, I’m 
passing the “torch” of Committee chair to the next chairman, 
Rollie Morshead.  I have great respect for Rollie and his vi-
sion for the Crosswoods community.  He will be an excellent 
chairman.  I ask that you give him the same support that 
you have given me over the years.  Now, as for me, I will 
continue to serve as a Neighborhood Watch captain and 
committee member.  I don’t plan to go anywhere soon.  So, 
you will likely see me around from time to time. 
 

 

“You Can’t Tell the Players Without a  
Program”  - Continued from Page 1 

 
 Consequently, (and here’s your program so you can tell the 
players), the present composition and assignments of your 2016 
HOA Board of Directors is: 
 

President of the Board: Richard Ashby 
Vice President: Sherry Firehock 
Secretary: Judith Ann Childress 
Treasurer: Margarita Orozco 
Directors: Don Dillon, Rudy Di Massa, and Bob 

   Loose 
 

As I begin the third year of my term on the Board of Direc-
tors, and with a perspective of seeing and participating in Board 
activities for the past 2 years, I’ve been particularly impressed by 
the talents and energies brought by various members. An exam-
ple, (certainly not the only one), is Bob Loose’s service as Treas-
urer. There probably isn’t an activity of the Board more im-
portant, in the long term, than being responsible for the finances 
of our Association. The ongoing tasks in this area are given to the 
Treasurer, to the Finance & Insurance (“F&I”) Committee, and to 
its chair Ken Lake. By definition the Board Treasurer is a member 
of that committee and also serves as chair of the F&I’s Reserve 
Investment Subcommittee. In these roles Bob has done an ex-
traordinary job, setting a high standard for that position.  

The Board, assisted by these 2 committees, is responsible for 
the oversight of the total income and outgo of our dues. To get a 
perspective of the “due diligence” that the Board and these com-
mittees must demonstrate, we only need multiply an individual 
homeowner’s monthly dues by the number of units in our Associ-
ation, (451), then by 12. That’s a large number, indicating the 
scale and extent of the annual finances of the Association. We 
are fortunate indeed to have had the excellent advice and actions 
provided by the Treasurer, the F&I Committee and Chair, and the 
Reserve Investment Subcommittee. These are the volunteers 
who demonstrate the leadership and “diligence” that is required. 
We sincerely thank them, and particularly wish Bob Loose God-
speed and much success in his future endeavors. Bob, you will 
truly be missed! 

Finally, regarding the operation of the Association, I would 
also like to recognize the efforts of our General Manager, Paul 
Schorno. Your Board is aware of the results of the recent ques-
tionnaire, indicating the level of approval he receives from mem-
bers of the HOA; the Board shares in that support. Of note: Paul 
recently lost the help of his assistant, Debbie Cha, as she accept-
ed other employment. At this writing there is active recruitment 
for an Assistant to the General Manager.   
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Creekside Corridor Trail Report 
 

 Judy Childress and Charlene Eberwine of the CHOA 
Creek Corridor Ad Hoc Committee, met with Citrus Heights 
Senior City Planner, Casey Kempenaar, Operations Manag-
er, Mary Poole, and Citrus Heights police officer Jim Garing. 
The Crosswoods portion of the Creek Corridor multi-use 
Trail is currently guess-timated to be about 10 years away. 
The City’s plan is to start building the trail at the east end of 
Citrus Heights and progress west toward Crosswoods. 
 The City of Citrus Heights website states that the Pedes-
trian Master Plan for the city will review and pull together 
plans and recommendations from the city’s Bicycle Master 
Plan, Walkability Survey, ADA Transition Plan, and the 
Creek Corridor Trail Project. ( Go to http://
citrusheights.net/511/Pedestrian-Master-Plan for more infor-
mation.) Both the Creek Corridor Project and the Pedestrian 
Master Plan have the same path along Arcade Creek on the 
northern perimeter of Crosswoods, therefore, that section 
could be built sooner than the projected 10-year time-line. 
 For each proposed section of the trail to be built, both 
state and federal funding must first be acquired. Since the 
City has not yet obtained funding for the Crosswoods por-
tion of the project, we do have some time to work toward a 
resolution that is more sensitive to the privacy and protec-
tion of Crosswoods. Our CHOA committee’s proposed plan 
to go around Crosswoods MAY be open to negotiation with 
the City of Citrus Heights. In an attempt to protect Cross-
woods from the incursion of the proposed trail along Arcade 
Creek, our committee suggested an alternative path. We 
asked the planners to consider widening the existing walk-
ways starting from the pedestrian bridge in the Stock Ranch 
Nature Preserve to Auburn Blvd. and then continue west 
along Auburn Blvd. to the Sylvan Oaks Library. Our commit-
tee’s proposed alternate pathway would completely avoid 
incursion into the Crosswoods portion of Arcade Creek and 
would therefore protect our homeowners and privacy. 
 The committee will continue to monitor the Citrus 
Heights Planning Commission and City Council meetings for 
updates. We invite interested homeowners to attend our 
meetings. Since the committee does not meet on a regular 
basis, please call the office for information about dates and 
times. 

Crosswoods Memories 
By Bernida Childers 

 Recently I have been talking to original Crosswoods 
homeowners about their memories of the early days living 
here. In the next issues, I will be sharing more of those 
recollections. 
 Barda Davis’s family was the third to move into a new 
home on Monticello. She remembers that cows roamed 
through the vacant land surrounding her home, often com-
ing into her front yard. Children would fish for crawdads in  
 
 
 

the creek and had lots of space to roam. One day she came 
home to find baby snakes all over her driveway. She and 
her daughter managed to convince them to move, and  
they never returned. 
 Early in the organizational process, deciding on the de-
sign of street signs was a big issue, which took some time 
to resolve. Barda also recalls that the main pool originally 
had heating, which she did not care for because it kept the 
pool water too warm.  
 Barda’s late husband was a Brigadier General in the Cal-
ifornia National Guard and was frequently away from 
home. She stated that she always felt safe in Crosswoods  
while he was away and feels the same way now.  

 

Landscape Meeting Notes 
 

At the January Landscape Committee meeting, a 
discussion was held concerning the use of leaf 
blowers in the common area by homeowners. Any 
leaf blowing necessary in common areas should be 
done by the landscape crew members, who know 
which areas need clearing and which need the natu-
ral mulch that decaying leaves provide. The bare 
earth left by removing all leaves is not only unsight-
ly, but deprives the trees of necessary nutrients. 

 In addition, there was a suggestion that the use 
of electric or battery operated leaf blowers in our 
community would be more environmentally friendly 
and cause less noise pollution. The Board will dis-
cuss that suggestion in the future. In the meantime, 
homeowners are strongly encouraged to use only 
gas or battery powered leaf blowers when cleaning 
leaves and debris from their decks, courtyards, and 
walkways. 

http://citrusheights.net/511/Pedestrian-Master-Plan
http://citrusheights.net/511/Pedestrian-Master-Plan
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General Manager’s Report 
Paul Schorno 

 

FEBRUARY, 2016  

Generally, this is a reprint from a prior Reporter issue 
because understanding the scope of coverage provided by the 
HOA insurance policy will assist in determining the extra cov-
erage that you will need to give you peace of mind. 

Through payment of your annual insurance assess-
ment, the Association retains master property and general 
liability policies which provide 100% replacement value for 
rebuilding or restoring Crosswoods’ homes and the common 
elements to the original specifications at the time these were 
constructed. As with any policy however, there are limits on 
coverage which owners or renters, should be aware of. Conse-
quently if being fully insured to cover some or all risks is im-
portant to you, it would be very prudent to acquire a viable 
homeowner’s policy to supplement the coverage provided by 
the master policy.  

For instance, what if there was a fire damaging not 
only the building structure but also, your personal belongings 
including furniture, other contents, prized possessions and 
expensive interior improvements? What if your home is dam-
aged by a burst interior water pipe or hose, an overflowing 
washing machine or bathtub, a leaking hot water heater or a 
sewage back-up?  What if your home becomes so significantly 
damaged that it displaces you from your home and forces you 
to reside in a hotel while the repairs are being undertaken? 
What if a visitor falls inside your home resulting in serious inju-
ry? What if a defect in your home or action by you or occu-
pants of your home, causes damage not only to your home 
but also, neighboring homes or to Crosswoods’ property? 

These could be some financially overwhelming occur-
rences and while the Crosswoods master insurance policy will 
cover repairs of some damage caused by a fire or a fallen tree, 
there are some relevant and significant coverage gaps that the 
Crosswoods’ policy either does not cover or the coverage 
would be limited or conditional. However, Crosswoods’ home-
owners can be covered and made whole from these kinds of 
claims as well as other risks by purchasing an individual home-
owner’s insurance policy or if you are leasing a Crosswoods’ 
home, a tenant’s insurance policy.  

Although the Crosswoods master insurance policy will 
repair or replace Crosswoods’ homes to original specifications 
including standard (“no frills”) appliances and fixtures if the 
building is damaged or destroyed by fire, it will not pay the 
cost to repair or replace furnishings or personal possessions 
and property. Also, those upgrades or what is commonly re-
ferred to as “improvements or betterments” (such as expen-
sive flooring, fixtures, sky-lites and wall coverings to name a 
few) that you or previous owners had installed in your home 
would not be covered by the Crosswoods’ policy. But here 

again, this gap may be filled by addressing your specific needs 
with an insurance agent and purchasing the appropriate indi-
vidual and complimentary homeowner or tenant policy. 

Currently, the insurance deductable on the Cross-
woods’ policy is $5,000. As mentioned, the master policy 
would pay for the repairs or reconstruction including the de-
ductable if the damage is caused by a fire that would not be 
the fault of the resident. However, for those fire damages that 
are caused by defective appliances and owner negligence to 
name a few, the homeowner will be responsible for the pay-
ment of the deductible. In those cases where faulty fixtures, 
interior water pipes, sewer back-ups and even serious roof 
leaks damage the home interior, better be prepared by having 
a complimentary homeowners or tenants policy to pay for the 
cost of repairing and replacing as well as pay the insurance 
deductible.   

There may be some crossovers between the Cross-
woods’ master policy and an individual homeowner or tenant 
policy and certain areas, responsibility may not be readily 
clear. However, it is strongly encouraged that individual home-
owners and tenants not take chances and assume that Cross-
woods’ master insurance coverage will automatically cover 
any loss because in many instances, it will not. If there is a 
need, discuss this very important matter with your insurance 
agent and remember if there is any doubt, it is better to be 
slightly over-insured than under-insured. 

 

Upcoming Concrete Replacement 

 Recently the Board of Directors approved the re-

placement of all or portions of 31 driveways and side-

walks at 37 Crosswoods addresses. Action Asphalt Pav-

ing Company was the successful bidder, quoting a 

price of $119,000. Of the locations where work will take 

place, current asphalt surfaced driveways at ten ad-

dresses on Vera Cruz Court will be replaced with con-

crete. The work is scheduled to begin in March. Resi-

dents who will have driveways or sidewalks replaced 

will be notified well in advance of the pending work. 

************************************************** 

Reminder 

The office will be closed on Mon-

day,February 15 for Presidents 

Day. 


